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interposition of the Emperor Francis Joseph, King of Hungary.
It is therefore greatly to be desired that some means

may be found of pacifying the justly offended Roumanian
medical men, and inducing them to reconsider their decision.

MUNIFICENT GIFT FOR CANCER RESEARCH.

THE late Mr. Harry Barnato bequeathed a sum of money,
amounting to a quarter of a million sterling, for the establish-
ment of a charity in memory of his brother, Mr. Barney
Barnato, and of his nephew, Mr. Woolf Joel, both of whom
died before him. It was the desire of the testator that the

institution when founded should be devoted mainly to re-

search work. We therefore cordially welcome the announce-
ment that the trustees, Mr. S. B. Joel, Mr. J. B. Joel, and
Mr. S. G. Asher, have decided upon applying the bequest to
the building and endowment of an institution for the study
and treatment of cancer. We heartily congratulate these
gentlemen in their choice, and we believe that no better
employment of the munificent gift could have been adopted.
The new establishment will be administered, except as

regards its finance, in connexion with the Middlesex

Hospital. Those connected with that hospital have had a
vast experience in dealing with patients suffering from

cancer, and a most painstaking research by competent
observers is being carried on within the special "cancer
wing" connected with the hospital. Fortunately a site

was available adjoining the hospital and this has been

duly acquired. It is proposed to erect a building con-
taining 50 beds and a research laboratory, but no

definite plans have yet been made. An increase of

facilities for investigation into the nature of, and treat-
ment of, cancer, under the supervision of the authorities
of a great hospital constitutes a grand addition to our

scientific and humane resources, and the trustees of the

Barnato bequest may feel assured that the fullest and best
use will be made of the increased opportunities afforded
for research work, while the unfortunate victims of the

disease will largely benefit, inasmuch as many more beds
will be available for their assistance. It is also right to
mention that the Middlesex Hospital authorities will not be
relieved in any way from their present responsibilities in
connexion with the main hospital or with the special cancer
wing. The Barnato fund will be entirely devoted to the
building and endowment of the new buildings. In this way
it is hoped and believed that medical science will receive
most valuable assistance, for it is only by constant and pro-
longed investigations that advance can be made in the

prevention and treatment of a disease the exact nature of
which so far baffies inquiry.

A PERMANENT APPENDICULO-VESICAL FISTULA.

IN the J07{.’fnal of the &Acirc;mm’ican Medical Association of

April 3rd Dr. R. Cadwallader reported a very rare sequel
of appendicitis. A girl, aged eight years, suffered from
nocturnal incontinence of urine which would not yield to
the usual remedies. At the age of 12 it was noticed
that mucus and pus were passed in the urine with pain.
These symptoms were more marked when the bowels were
loose. At times she suffered also from colicky pain, which
never confined her to bed or suggested appendicitis. At

the age of 17 years fsecal matter was observed in the
urine from time to time. This matter usually took the
form of seeds of fruit, husks of grain, mucus, and brown
debris, and was not always of a fsecal odour. At times

gas of a decidedly fascal odour was passed with the urine.
The patient thought that at times she passed urine by the
bowel. She came under Dr. Cadwallader’s care at the age
of 20 years. He tried to establish beyond doubt- the existence

of a vesico-intestinal fistula. Inflation of the bladder and of
the intestines was performed without success. Iron given by
the mouth could not be found in the urine nor did methylene
given by the mouth escape by the rectum. For days nothing
appeared in the urine, and then blackberry seeds, pearl
barley, and striped muscle would appear according to the
diet. The cystoscope showed no inflammation of the

bladder, but on the fundus was a dark patch, at one spot
on the border of which was some inflammatory tissue.

Laparotomy was performed. A large adhesion was found
between the ileum and the fundus of the bladder and was

separated without revealing any communication. Under

this the tip of the appendix was found adherent to the

bladder at about the peritoneal reflexion over the uterus in
the middle line. The appendix was about 7 centimetres
long. A cuff containing peritoneum and muscular coat was
turned back from either end and the middle part was cut
away. The stumps were disinfected, the cuffs were ligatured
over the stumps, and the abdomen was closed. Recovery
was uneventful. It is remarkable that there was no history
of a definite attack of appendicitis. Rupture of an

appendicular abscess into the bladder is common, but only
two cases appear to have been recorded in which this gave
rise to a permanent fistula. Dr. W. W. Keen has reported a
case in which ’’ the appendix became soldered to the bladder,
producing a urinary-fascal fistula." This patient was a man
who, at the age of 24 years, passed in the urine seeds, pus,
and intestinal debris. The fistula existed for some years
before operation. 

-

TYPEWRITING AND METABOLISM.

THE J07&THORN;rnal of Biological Clrernistry for June contains an
interesting study of the metabolism of man during the work
of typewriting, by Mr. Thorne M. Carpenter and Mr.
Francis G. Benedict. In the past 30 years there has been
a remarkable development in the use of mechanical
machines for writing, and the typewriter of the present
day has very largely displaced handwriting, particularly in
commercial correspondence. The major movements involved
in typewriting are much greater than those involved in

writing with a pen, and this suggested that there might be a
corresponding increase of metabolism as a result of using
a typewriter as compared with handwriting, even on the
basis of the elimination of energy per 100 words. The

typewriter shows a marked increase in speed over hand-
writing and entails an enormous amount of work, which

appears to be done without excessive fatigue by women who
are not muscularly as well developed as is the ordinary
man. It is important to have some idea of the amount
of energy required for writing with such appliances, and
the problem is of great interest and serves admirably
to indicate the possibilities of accurate scientific instru-

ments for studying questions having a practical everyday
value. The general plan of experiment was as follows.
The subject entered a special chamber, constituting a

respiration calorimeter, usually after a meal, and sat quietly
in an arm-chair, with a table before him, reading for an
hour or so until the calorimeter was in perfect equilibrium.
At this time analyses were made of the residual air, and
the heat measurements were begun. After the resting
period the subject used a typewriter, a record being made of
the number of words written and the time occupied. Owing
to marked differences in the temperaments of the individuals
and in the degree of skill in typewriting, a comparison
is at best somewhat speculative, but the data obtained

afford a general idea of the work involved in type-
writing. It would appear that the work of writing from
1500 to 1600 words per hour on the typewriter results

in an increase over the resting metabolism of 10 to 14


